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Field Crop Surveys Support USDA Pesticide Database and Research 


The annual USDA Cropping Practices Surveys collect 
fertilizer, pesticide, and other production practice 
information on major field crops. These statewide 
surveys represented nearly 200 million acres of cropland 
in 1991 and included most of the U.S. acreage of corn, 
cotton, peanuts, potatoes, rice, sorghum, soybeans, and 
wheat. 


These surveys support USDA's pesticide data program 
which estimates chemical use in agriculture and provide 
a research database related to food safety, water 
quality, farmworker safety, sustainable agriculture, and 
other issues. In addition to chemical use, the survey 
included questions about tillage, nutrient tests, use of 
livestock manure, and previously planted crops on the 
sampled field. Information on participation in USDA 
commodity support programs, ownership status of the 


Monthly Data Releases Planned 


RTD UPDATES, published by the Resources and 
Technology Division, is a new series of monthly 
data highlights relating to agricultural resources, 
the environment, food safety, global change, and 
technology. Surveys of farm operators and others 
knowledgeable about changing agricultural 
resource conditions provide vital information to the 
RTD research program and are the source of 
these data highlights. RTD UPDATES gives 
readers recent data acquisitions, with only minimal 
interpretation or analysis. This quick release of 
data should enhance your analytical efforts and 
decisions. Please contact the individual listed in 
the text of RTD UPDATES on the availability and 
timing of additional information. Different resource 
and technology issues are featured each month, 
depending on availability of data. 





operator, and whether the land is highly erodible is also 
part of the survey. 


State estimates of pesticide and fertilizer application are 
reported in Agricultural Chemical Usage, 1991 Field 
Crops Summary, AgChi1 (92), Nat’l. Agr. Stat. Serv., U.S. 
Dept. Agr., March 1992. ERS Agricultural Resources, 
Situation and Outlook reports provide additional data 
and perspectives from these surveys. Tables in this 
RTD UPDATES report summary information about the 
surveyed crops and some of their production practices. 
Care was taken to minimize statistical errors, but the 
results are affected by sampling variability and 
nonsampling errors. 


Further information: Merritt Padgitt, Leader, Survey and 
Data Section, RTD (202)219-0434. 


Preceeding Crops on 1991 Corn Acres 


Percent of acreage 
60 


Soybeans Small grains Pasture/hay 


“Cover crop" Other row crops 
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Table 2--Cropping practices and other characteristics of selected field crops, 1991 


died 
ee ee ee ee em ee ee em ee em eee ee ee ee ee ee em ee ee ee ee me em ee em ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee meet eee etree een 


1,000 acres 


Planted acres 1/ 68,580 8,050 DSResU 10,900 1,860 1,490 5075500 2/meele 150 
Practices: Percent 
Irrigation 10.8 Mer 6.2 43.5 NA 24.2 6.3 eee 
Cultivation for weed control 59.3 69.9 60.9 93.2 NA mOuTe NA 94.2 
Average times over Gigs) Cao) (1.6) CSD) NA (1.9) NA (2.0) 
Application of Livestock manure 16.4 5S be5 3.0 2.0 At 3.4 529 
Soil nutrient testing 36.4 20.4 20a 32.4 C5 69.4 2526 84.1 
Nitrogen nutrient tesing 21.9 19e5 16.3 28.3 Use S2ent 22.4 78.1 


Other characteristics: 
Highly erodible land 19.4 25.4 16.5 21.6 4.9 10.1 2a 5 lag 


Enrollment in ARP 3/ 67.7 83.9 NA 85.9 98.8 NA 92.3 NA 


NA = Not applicable. 


1/ "Crop Production, 1991 Summary," USDA, NASS, CrPr 2-1(92), Jan. 1992. 2/ Harvested acres. 3/ Represents the per- 
cent of total commodity acreage enrolled in the Federal Acreage Reduction Program, 1991. 


Source: 1991 Cropping Practice Surveys, USDA 
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